
FIGURE 1: ACTION TO REORGANIZE SCHOOL DISTRICTS – TWENTY-FIVE PERCENT PETITION PROCESS 

COUNTY LEVEL         STATE LEVEL (no time max specified, 30 day min)           ELECTION (next available) 
(210 days/~ 7 months max)        
 

  

County Superintendent has 30 DAYS to review the 

petition and transmit it to the San Diego County 

Board of Education and State Board of Education 

(Petition will be transmitted if “sufficient and signed as 

required by law”) 

Are the following conditions satisfied? 

1. Ed Code § 35753 conditions are 

“substantially met” 

2. County superintendent grants approval 

authority to SDCBOE 

3. SDUSD governing board consents to the 

petition 

4. SDCBOE secretary enters into 

agreement that all affected school 

districts will share the costs of CEQA 

compliance 

At least 10 DAYS before 

hearing: SDCBOE must give 

notice of hearing and 

circulate description of the 

petition 

SDCBOE has 60 DAYS to hold at least 

one public hearing on the petition 

SDCBOE has 120 DAYS from 

the start of the FIRST hearing 

to recommend approval or 

disapproval of the petition and 

transmit petition + 

recommendation to SBE 

 

Yes 

SBE secretary will set the petition for hearing at 

a regular or special meeting at least 30 DAYS 

after receiving the petition 

No 

SDCBOE 

approves 

petition 

Petition granted  

SBE will grant or deny petition after giving all 

interested persons an opportunity to be heard and 

determining if conditions in § 35753 are satisfied 

Petition denied  

SDCBOE 

disapproves 

petition 

SBE secretary notifies county 

superintendent of approval 

Voters approve  Voters 

disapprove 

New district will be formed 

effective the following July 1 

Signed petition submitted to San 

Diego County Superintendent 

Order county board of 

supervisors to hold an election 

at the next election of any kind 

ACTION ENDS ACTION ENDS 



FIGURE 2: ACTION TO REORGANIZE SCHOOL DISTRICTS – TEN PERCENT PETITION PROCESS 

COUNTY LEVEL         STATE LEVEL (no time max specified, 30 day min)           ELECTION (next available) 
(no time max specified, 60 day min)        
 

 

  SDCBOE must hold a public hearing on the petition  

Are the following conditions satisfied? 

5. Ed Code § 35753 conditions are 

“substantially met” 

6. County superintendent grants approval 

authority to SDCBOE 

7. SDUSD governing board consents to the 

petition 

8. SDCBOE secretary enters into 

agreement that all affected school 

districts will share the costs of CEQA 

compliance 

At least 10 DAYS before 

hearing: SDCBOE must give 

notice of hearing and 

circulate description of the 

petition 

SDCBOE will adopt a final 

recommendation for 

reorganization and transmit rec + 

petition to State Bd. of Ed. 

 

Yes 

SBE secretary will set the petition for hearing at 

a regular or special meeting at least 30 DAYS 

after receiving the petition 

No 

Petition granted  

SBE will grant or deny petition after giving all 

interested persons an opportunity to be heard and 

determining if conditions in § 35753 are satisfied 

Petition denied  

SBE secretary notifies county 

superintendent of approval 

Voters approve  Voters 

disapprove 

New district will be formed 

effective the following July 1 

Signed petition submitted to San 

Diego County Board of Education 

Order county board of 

supervisors to hold an election 

at the next election of any kind 

ACTION ENDS ACTION ENDS 

Petition denied: 

ACTION ENDS 
Petition granted 

SDCBOE adopts tentative recommendation and 

within 60 DAYS holds at least one more public 

hearing on the petition 

(SDCBOE must also 

transmit petition to SBE 

for notice) 



 

FIGURE 3: SUMMARY/COMPARISON CHART OF OPTIONS 

 

 Time Length Result Other Notes 

 

Action to 

Reorganize 

Districts (new 

district 

formation) 

 

Unknown/varies depending on 

waivers and whether state 

approval is required. Assuming 

there are no waivers and an 

election is required, earliest 

possible effective date is July 

2013 (not likely).  Would more 

likely be July 2015 or after.     

 

Complete autonomy—new, 

independent school district 

formed. 

 

New district formation has been quite 

rare. 

 

Charter School 

Conversion 

 

Approx. 90 days after submitting 

signed petition (assuming no 

appeal process). 

 

Each school within the PLCS 

converts to a charter school. 

 

Must be done on a school-by-school 

basis. 

 

Instructional 

Autonomy 

Agreement 

 

Unknown.  Would require 

negotiations and approval by 

SDUSD board of ed. 

 

Limited and temporary 

autonomy pursuant to agreed-

upon terms of contract. 

 

LJHS currently has an agreement in 

effect with SDUSD—given because of 

high API scores and renewal 

contingent on student performance. 


